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Dear Students, Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the Wolstanton High School Pathways Process. This can be an exciting and nervous
time for our Year 9 students as they choose which subjects they would like to continue to study at
KS4 STUDY. We are here to make the process straightforward and to help students make the right
decisions. The main thing is not to panic: there is a lot of information and support that we will share
with you as you embark upon the next stage in your education.
This booklet is your guide to our Key Stage 4 curriculum, inside you will find a description of the
courses that are currently being offered for study in September 2020. We are delighted this year to
have significantly broadened our offer to allow students to choose from a wider range of subjects.
Firstly, you should be made aware that all students must study English, Mathematics, Science
and Physical Education. In addition, students must take part in Personal, Social and Health
Education lessons. Beyond these compulsory aspects though, students may choose four other
subjects that they would like to study.
We feel it is vitally important that as a school, we provide a ‘broad and balanced’ curriculum. We
want to open as many doors as possible for students which is why we construct our curriculum so
that Key Stage 4 have the opportunity to study all components of the English Baccalaureate (English,
Mathematics, Science, a Modern Foreign Language and a Humanities subject – either History or
Geography), alongside creative, technological or vocational subjects. We have arranged subject
choices so that students of all ability and aspiration have a clear pathway through to their intended
course of study post-16 and into their chosen career. At Key Stage 4, the most important thing is
for students to achieve a strong set of grades to set them up for the future.
It is important that students make the right choices which is why our pathways process includes
opportunities for both students and parents to meet with subject specialists and engage in
discussions regarding future careers to support them, please note the key dates on the next page.
We will ask for students to choose subjects during the Spring Term but understand that, on
occasion, students may change their mind and we can accommodate this up to the start of courses
in September 2020.
We encourage all students and parent/carers to make maximum use of the information available, and
the opportunities on offer, to engage with subject staff and other professionals in school throughout
the pathways process. Please do not hesitate to ask for further assistance should you require it,
Yours sincerely
Ian Verow
Deputy Headteacher
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Key Dates
12/2/20

New course assembly will provide students with the necessary information
regarding a new course offer – Leisure and Tourism

26/2/20

New course assembly will provide students with the necessary information
regarding a new course offer – Cambridge national Sports Studies

2/3/20

Year KS4 STUDY week. All students will be provided with the opportunity
to sample KS4 STUDY lesson in all subjects during their timetabled lesson.

04/03/20

New course assembly will provide students with the necessary information
regarding a new course offer – Graphic Design

10/3/20

New course assembly will provide students with the necessary information
regarding a new course offer – Performing Arts

11/3/20

Year 9 Pathways Day and parents evening

16/3/20

Deadline for Student choices

20/4/20

Choices confirmed.

The impact of making the right choices
Students need to think carefully and think ahead when choosing their pathways. Remember
with most subjects, if you want to study them at A Level or BTEC you will need to take
them at KS4 STUDY.
Very few subjects are compulsory when it comes to choosing a degree. Notable exceptions
are Medicine (Chemistry and Biology are a requirement) and Engineering (Mathematics and
Physics are required).
Certain subjects carry more weight on an application form or for an employer. These
subjects are sometimes known as facilitating subjects. The Russell Group of universities has
produced a document Informed Choices, outlining these. Informed Choices emphasises
the importance of ‘facilitating’ subjects, which are particularly effective in equipping students
with the skills they need for a large number of competitive courses and in increasing a
student’s chances of getting on to those courses.
The facilitating subjects currently include:
Mathematics, English Literature, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Modern Foreign
Languages, History and Geography.
Please also remember that some subjects, although not included in the above list are
beneficial for certain careers, e.g. Art & Design. If you would like to find out more about
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Informed Choices and facilitating subjects , please see
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx
It is important to note that students are not expected to take all A Level choices in
facilitating subjects; it is recommended that they choose at least two to give them the best
chance of attaining places on competitive courses and at the UK’s top universities.
The construction of our pathways allows all of our students to gain at least two KS4
STUDY grades in facilitating subjects.
It is strongly recommended that all students choose Religious Studies in line with
government expectations.
When considering subjects to choose for KS4 STUDY, ask yourself:
•
•
•
•

Will I need this subject to progress onto my next phase Post-16?
Do I enjoy the subject?
Do I have a good chance of succeeding in this subject?
Will I enjoy reading around the subject and carrying out independent
work?

You should NOT choose subjects because:
•
•
•
•

•

Your friend doing this subject (you may not be in the same class and because a
subject is right for your friend does not mean it is right for you!)
You like the teacher (the teacher you like may not be the one running the course)
You think it will be an easy subject (no KS4 STUDY subjects are easy, all take
dedication and hard work to succeed)
I used to like a subject but I didn’t like it in Year 9 (look into the subject further,
see what aspects you will be studying at KS4 STUDY, it can be very different to what you
did at KS3)
I haven’t studied that subject before (we have introduced some new, fantastic
subjects, speak to teachers about the content and how they will be taught and examined,
they may open new doors for you!)

NEXT STEPS
Please look through this booklet carefully, we have collated lots of information on all of the
subjects for you in one place to give you a good idea of what you could choose to study.
At the end of the booklet is a PATHWAYS CHOICES SELECTION FORM for
students to complete. This needs to be RETURNED TO YOUR FORM TUTOR BY
16/03/20.
Take your time and enjoy learning more about our KS4 STUDY subjects, these choices are
important for your success in future life so choose wisely.
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What is Eduqas Music all about?

Why study Eduqas Music?
KS4 STUDY Music is inspiring,
interesting and practical. This
qualification will motivate and stretch
students of all abilities, offering a broad
and coherent course of study, which
encourages an integrated approach
to the three distinct disciplines of
performing, composing and appraising
through four interrelated areas of study.
Please note: it is strongly advised that
students who opt for GCSE Music
already play an instrument or sing and
receive individual music lessons (either
in or out of school).

Expectation in lessons
Students will be expected to respond to
musical stimuli in lessons and to
contribute to group discussion and to
other people’s ideas. There will be a
requirement to record performances
and compositions at regular intervals to
build a bank of audio evidence.
Expectation at home
Students must be committed to
practising their instrument/voice at
home as well as the completion of
homework

Assessment
Students’ skills and understanding are assessed through three main components:
Component 1: Performing 30%
Component 2: Composing 30%
Component 3: Appraising 40%

How can Eduqas Music help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
BTEC and A levels in any performing arts qualification.
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Eduqas Music

Following on from Key Stage 3, students will be encouraged to engage critically and
creatively with a wide range of music, develop an understanding of the place of music in
different cultures and contexts, and reflect on how music is used in the expression of
personal and collective identities.

What is AQA Art, Craft and Design Full Course KS4 STUDY all about?
The qualification features a wide range of titles including Art, craft and design, Fine art,
Graphic communication, Textile design, Three-dimensional design and Photography.
The flexibility of its design means that the course can be tailored to the students’
interests and strengths.

Expectation in lessons
Students must arrive on time and fully
equipped for their learning. Students are
expected to complete tasks on time, be
creative, resilient and attempt each task
with an open mind

Expectation at home
Students are given the opportunity to
complete work at lunchtime and after
school, on days convenient to staff,
Students need to complete at least one
hour extra study each week. This is
essential if they wish to complete the
course.

Assessment
Students complete a portfolio of work consisting of more than one assignment. This
accounts for 60% of the total marks.
An external examination paper is given out to students from 1st January of the final year.
Students must select one question and are then given time to prepare drawings, take
photographs, collect research and produce design ideas.
Students then complete a 10-hour supervised exam where they complete their final piece
based on their research. The exam accounts for 40% of the total marks.
How can AQA Art, Craft and Design Full Course KS4 STUDY help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as:
BTEC and A Level courses available in Fine Art & Design, 3D Sculpture, Photography,
Graphics, Textiles, Print Making and many more.
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AQA Art, Craft and Design

Why study AQA Art, Craft and Design
Full Course KS4 STUDY?
This course offers a unique vehicle for
developing the creative and expressive
abilities in students. It encourages
students to reconsider the world around
them and develop their work in an
individual way from their own
experiences. It encourages experimental
attitudes and develops a wide range of
practical skills. In addition, we aim to
improve personal organisation and
listening skills. We offer students an
opportunity to visit sources first-hand by
taking them to galleries and museums.
There are also opportunities for
students to work with professional
Artists in School.
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What is BTEC Travel and Tourism all about?

Why study BTEC Travel and Tourism?
The study of Travel and Tourism gives
students the opportunity to develop
their knowledge and technical skills in a
practical learning environment. The
importance of the travel and tourism
sector to the UK will be considered
alongside learning about international
tourist destinations.

Expectation in lessons
You are expected to take responsibility
for your own learning and to develop a
positive and proactive approach to your
KS4 STUDY studies
Expectation at home
There will be times where it is
appropriate to ask you to research
information away from the classroom. It
is important that you stay on top of this
and are well organised to ensure you get
the best out of the activities you are
required to complete.

Assessment
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector, is a test that is sent away to be marked. It
includes multiple choice and open-ended questions based on the main types of tourism
in the UK and the component industries that make up the UK travel and tourism
sector. (25%)
Unit 2,3 4 and 5: You will complete three units from 2-5 and these will be tasks that are
based in the classroom. They will be based around the learning that you gain from the
teaching and research activities that you may be requested to complete. An example of
a task you may be asked to complete is ‘Plan two holidays, for different types of visitors,
producing a detailed itinerary for each, and justifying choices made’. (75%)

How can BTEC Travel and Tourism help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
BTEC/NCFE Travel and Tourism
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BTEC Travel and Tourism

Students will study three compulsory units of work that underpin the knowledge and the
practical skills required to work in the industry:
• UK travel and tourism Sector (Unit 1)
• UK travel and tourism Destinations (Unit 2)
• The travel and tourism customer experience (Unit 3)
In addition to this a further pathway unit, covering more specific aspects of the global travel and
tourism sector:
• International travel and tourism destinations (Unit 4)
• Factors affecting worldwide travel and tourism (Unit 5)
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What is OCR Business Studies Full Course KS4 STUDY all about?
This course has been developed to give students a range of skills in Business Studies. We
cover a range of topics and where possible base the work on real life businesses. The
course is comprised of two main units.

Why study OCR Business Studies Full
Course KS4 STUDY?
Business Studies has long been
recognised as a desirable qualification
whether entering the world of work or
further education and is seen as a useful
foundation for a place in the workplace
or as an indication of the ability to study.
It is the study of businesses in the real
world and how employees, consumers
and customers interact with the business
world. The Qualification is highly
relevant to today’s employment market
and students practise and develop skills
used in the workplace gaining a real
insight into a range of sectors and
industries.

Section 2
1. Operations
2. Finance
3. Influences on people
Expectation in lessons
Students will get the chance to develop
their teamwork skills. They will also
need to work independently with a view
to contributing to a larger team goal.
They will have opportunities for creative
development and will reflect on progress
made and their contribution to the
process.
Expectation at home
Students are required to complete
outstanding tasks started in school if
they do not meet the deadlines set in
lessons. In addition, homework will be
set fortnightly.

Assessment
This course has been developed to give students a range of skills in Business Studies. We
cover a range of topics and where possible base the work on real life businesses. The
course is comprised of two main units both of which are terminal examinations on written
paper at the end of the course.
Section 1 = 1hr30 terminal exam worth 50% of the overall mark
Section 2 = 1hr30 terminal exam worth 50% of the overall mark

How can OCR Business Studies Full Course KS4 STUDY help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
BTEC and A Levels in Business Studies, ICT, Business Management and Business
Administration.
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OCR Business Studies

Section 1
1. Business activity
2. Marketing
3. People
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Mandatory units include:
1. Contemporary issues in sport
2. Developing sport skills

Pathway units include:
1. Sports Leadership
2. Sport and the Media
3. Working in the sports industry
4. Developing Knowledge and Skills in Outdoor
Activities

Why study Cambridge Nationals in
Sports Studies?
This qualification takes a sector-based
focus, whilst also encompassing some
core sport/physical education themes.
Learners have the opportunity to apply
theoretical knowledge about different
types of sport and physical activity, skills
development and sports leadership to
their own practical performance.
Students will learn about issues in sport
such as funding, participation, ethics and
role models, and sport and the media.
Learners will develop an appreciation of
the importance of sport locally and
nationally, different ways of being
involved in sport and of how this shapes
the sports industry.

Expectation in lessons
In order to complete this qualification it
is important that students are organised
and each piece of coursework is
completed by the set deadlines.

Expectation at home
Students will regularly be given
opportunity to complete extended
learning at home. Homework at KS4
should be up to one hour per week.

Assessment
• There will be one exam that will focus on the mandatory unit – Contemporary
issues in sport. The exam will last for one hour. (25%)
• One mandatory unit – Developing Sport Skills which is internally assessed and
should take approximately ten hours to complete. (25%)
• Two additional internally assessed units chosen at the teachers’ discretion (50%)

How can Cambridge National in Sports Studies help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as:
BTEC and A Level courses available in Sports Science, Sports Exercise and Fitness,
Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy and Personal Training
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Cambridge National in Sports Studies

What is Cambridge National in Sports Studies all about?
This qualification will suit students who prefer a coursework-based course instead of
terminal examinations. The course is split 75% coursework and 25% exam.
Equivalent to 1 KS4 STUDY. 2 mandatory and 2 pathway units must be completed. The
pathway units studied will be decided by the teacher.
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What is OCR Computer Science Full Course KS4 STUDY all about?
Computer science covers the following two units:
Computing Theory – Computing fundamentals, reliability and the real world,
development cycles, ethical, legal and environmental considerations, binary, HEX,
ASCII, Images as code, Sound as code, Hardware, CPU, CPU features, memory,
secondary storage, input/output devices, operating systems, utility programs, application
software, Database Management Systems, Networks and the Internet Protocols.
Programming – Pseudocode and algorithms, flow diagrams, high level vs machine code,
selection (IF,CASE), iteration (FOR, WHILE and REPEAT), variable and constants, data
types, common operators, one-dimensional arrays, lists, dictionaries, syntax and syntax
errors. We also look at translators, interpreters and facilities of languages

Computing is the study of how
computers and computer systems work
and how they are constructed and
programmed. Its primary aspects of
theory, systems and applications are
drawn from the disciplines of
Technology, Design, Engineering,
Mathematics, Physical Sciences and Social
Sciences. Computing is a discipline, like
mathematics or physics, that explores
foundational principles and ideas (such as
techniques for searching the Web),
rather than artefacts (such as particular
computer programs), although it may
use the latter to illuminate the former

Expectation in lessons
Students must arrive to lessons on time
and fully equipped for their learning.
Students are expected to conform to
whole school rules and regulations

Expectation at home
Students are required to complete
outstanding tasks started in school if
they do not meet the deadlines set in
lessons. In addition, homework will be
set fortnightly.

Assessment
This course is split into two components – two paper based written exams comprising
50% each (1 hour 30 mins)
Component 1 = Computing Theory
Component 2 = Programming

How can OCR Computer Science Full Course help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as:
BTEC and A Level in Computing or Computer Science
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OCR Computer Science

Why study OCR Computer Science Full
Course?

14

The course provides the opportunity for work related learning. It will require students
to develop a range of construction skills; Joinery, Plastering or tilling and Painting and
Decorating. It will also enable students to learn the skills required for independent
learning and development, the ability to solve problems and the skills of project based
research.

Why study Eduqas Level 1, Level 2
Constructing the Built Environment?
The qualification provides learners with
a broad appreciation of work in
construction and the built environment
and wider opportunities for progression
into further education, employment or
training in the construction sector.

Expectation in lessons
You will need to make a commitment to
provide old clothing, overalls and
suitable footwear. We rely on parents
being able to provide these, but help is
available if requested by the parent and
then organised by the students and their
teacher.
Expectation at home
It is expected that homework is
completed in accordance with the
course and will consist of research, case
studies, examination style questions and
challenging tasks to consolidate learning

Assessment
This course is assessed in 3 units of work;
•
•
•

Unit 1 - Safety and security in construction External assessment (examination) (25%)
Unit 2 - Practical construction skills internal assessment (50%)
Unit 3 - Planning construction projects External assessment (examination) (25%)

How can Eduqas Level 1, Level 2 Constructing the Built Environment help me in the
future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
BTEC Construction and the Built Environment, Level 3 Diploma in Contracting
operations, Level 3 Construction
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Eduqas Level 1, Level 2 Constructing the Built Environment

What is Eduqas Level 1, Level 2 Constructing the Built Environment all about?
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Why study AQA Food Preparation and
Nutrition?
This is a new, exciting and creative
course which focuses on practical
cooking skills to ensure students develop
a thorough understanding of nutrition,
food provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials.

Expectation in lessons
Health and Safety is paramount.
Students must be able to work to a
deadline and be organised. They must
be self-starters and not need constant
reminders to make progress. Students
need to work independently and apply
their problem-solving skills to their work
Expectation at home
You will need to make a commitment to
bring ingredients on a regular basis. We
rely on parents being able to provide
these ingredients, but help is available if
requested by the parent and then
organised by the students and their
teacher.

Assessment
50% of the assessment will be via examination taken at the end of Year 11; the written
exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes.
Students will also complete 2 non-exam assessments tasks:
Task 1 - Food investigation - assessed via a 1500-2000 word report (15%)
Task 2 - Food preparation assessed via practical tasks, presented as an electronic portfolio
(35%)

How can AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
• A Level in Home Economics (Food, Nutrition and Health)
• A level in Design and technology: Food technology
• Certificate in Hospitality and Catering Principles
• Professional Cookery Studies
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AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition

What is AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition all about?
Food preparation skills are integrated into 5 core topics:
• Food, Nutrition & Health - students will learn about the main nutrients, why our
bodies need them, and which foods contain them.
• Food Science - this involves the study of the science of processes affecting food such
as gelatinisation, coagulation and emulsification.
• Food Safety - this will further develop themes covered in Key Stage 3.
• Food Choice - this will cover ideas such as why we make certain choices about
food.
• Food Provenance - the students will cover issues such as food miles, organic
produce and food labelling.
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Why study AQA French?
The study of a foreign language gives
students the linguistic knowledge,
understanding and skills to help them to
take their place in a multilingual global
society and provide them with a suitable
basis for practical use of French.

Expectation in lessons
• Translate French to English and
English to French
• Practise speaking French in pairs and
groups
• Complete reading comprehensions
• Improve knowledge of grammar and
tenses
Expectation at home
Students will regularly be given extended
work to complete at home. They should
expect
1-2
hours’
work
per
week. Students are expected to extend
the work set by their teacher by
supporting their own studies using their
own notes, websites or revision books.

Assessment
Students will be assessed in all four skills:
• Listening (exam) 25%
• Speaking (non-exam assessment) 25%
• Reading (exam) 25%
• Writing (exam) 25%

How can AQA French help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
A Level French, Global Business Communication (French), Open University in France.
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AQA French

What is AQA French all about?
The course aims to give candidates opportunities to:
•
develop the understanding of French in a variety of contexts;
•
develop a knowledge of French and language learning skills;
•
develop the ability to communicate effectively in a foreign language;
•
develop an awareness and understanding of countries and communities where
French is spoken.
Students study all the following themes on which the assessments are based:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
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What is AQA Geography all about?

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment: This unit is concerned with the dynamic
nature of physical processes and systems, and human interaction with them in a variety of places
and at a range of scales.
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: This unit is concerned with human
processes, systems and outcomes and how these change both spatially and temporally.
Paper 3: Geographical Applications: The Geographical applications unit is designed to be
synoptic in that students will be required to draw together knowledge, understanding and skills
from the full course of study.
Fieldwork: Fieldwork is an essential aspect of geography. It ensures that students are given the
opportunity to consolidate and extend their geographical understanding by relating learning to
real experiences of the world.

Students will travel the world from their
classroom, exploring case studies in the
United Kingdom (UK), higher income
countries (HICs), newly emerging
economies (NEEs) and lower income
countries (LICs). Topics of study include
climate change, poverty, deprivation,
global shifts in economic power and the
challenge of sustainable resource use.
Students are also encouraged to
understand their role in society, by
considering different viewpoints, values
and attitudes.

Expectation in lessons
You are expected to take responsibility
for your own learning and to develop a
positive and pro-active approach to your
KS4 STUDY studies

Expectation at home
Complete and hand in all homework and
assessment work on time and completed
to the best of your ability.

Assessment

You will have three external exams for your KS4 STUDY Geography. These will include:
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (1hour 30 minutes) 35% of KS4 STUDY
Paper 2: Challenge in the human environment (1 hour 30 minutes) 35% of KS4 STUDY
Paper 3: Geographical Applications (1hr 15 mins) 30% of KS4 STUDY based on prerelease
material made available to students 12 weeks before the examination.

How can AQA Geography help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
A Level Geography, Geographical Information Systems, Environmental Science
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AQA Geography

Why study AQA Geography?
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What is AQA History all about?
Course Details:
This course gives students the opportunity to undertake:
• A period study, Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship.
• A wider world depth study, conflict and tension between East and West 19451972.
• A thematic study, Britain: Health and the people c1170 to present day.
• British depth study including the historic environment: Elizabethan England c15681603.
This course provides students with the opportunity to study History from 3 different
eras, on 3 different timescales and from 3 different geographical contexts.

The study of history enables students to
appreciate the past and make sense of the
world around them. It links past events to
current issues and enables students to
develop a balanced and mature view of
the world.

Expectation in lessons
• Complete all classwork
• Complete all exam questions
• Give 100% effort
• Concentrate and listen
• Ask help if needed
Expectation at home
• Complete all homework set
• Revise for assessment and mock
exams
• Complete additional reading around
topics

Assessment
Students will be assessed against four major objectives:
• Demonstration of knowledge and understanding.
• Analysis of events and periods studied.
• Source analysis.
• Analysis, evaluation and judgements about interpretations.
Assessment Procedures and requirements:
• 2 Exams
• Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World worth 50% of KS4 STUDY
• Paper 2: Shaping the nation worth 50% of KS4 STUDY
• There is one tier of entry, covering the grades 1 to 9

How can AQA History help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
A Level History, technical and applied qualifications in History
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AQA History

Why study AQA History?
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What is OCR I-Media all about?

Why study OCR I-Media
Students need to have a firm grounding
in Information Communication
Technology and Digital Literacy for most
careers, for entry into further education
and for recreation. It is hoped that the
study of the subject will also provide
students with the analytical,
communication and technical skills they
require to be active participants in an
exciting and dynamic world.

Expectation in lessons
Portfolio work is based on showing
knowledge and skill with a variety of
computer software and is based on real
business situations and scenarios. This
work has allocated time within lessons
but work in students’ own time will be
required if deadlines are missed.
Expectation at home
Students are required to complete
outstanding tasks started in school if
they do not meet the deadlines set in
lessons. In addition, homework will be
set fortnightly.

Assessment
Students will be assessed against two main objectives:
• Knowledge and understanding
• Application of knowledge to practical situations.
Students will complete three portfolios of work and one paper based exam. Each
component is worth 25% each.

How can Information Technology and Digital Literacy help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
• NCFE level 3 Technical Award in Interactive Media
• Edexcel level three diploma in Digital IMedia
• A Level – Digital Media
• A Level – Digital Technology
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OCR I Media

The course offered is based on the study of computer software programs with some
theory work on the use of computers in media. The software studied will vary but will
include some of the software in the following list:
• Word processing software
• Web authoring software
• Sound editing software
• Film editing software
• Image manipulation software
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What is NCFE Technical Award in Health and Social Care all about?

•
•
•

An introduction to the health and social care sector
Professional practise and the health and social care practitioner
Human growth and development through the life stages

Why study NCFE Technical Award in
Health and Social Care?
This qualification gives a broad and
sufficiently in depth base from which
level two learners can begin to make
informed decisions concerning future
career goals and aspirations

Expectation in lessons
It is expected that students are equipped
for all lessons and prepared to take an
active role in their learning whereby
they complete independent tasks as well
as group based research.

Expectation at home
Students will regularly be given extended
work to complete at home and should
expect one hours’ work each
week. They will be encouraged to extend
their knowledge further by accessing
subject based websites.
Assessment
This course includes three internal mandatory assessments:
1. Introduction to the Health and Social Care sector
2. Professional practice and the health and social care practitioner
3. Human growth and development through the life stages
Each unit is worth a third of the overall marks available.

How can NCFE Technical Award in Health and Social Care help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
Learners will be able to progress to the next level of learning in health and social care, for
example, the Technical Level 3 Certificate in Health and Social Care. Learners may also
progress to an apprenticeship route in health and social care at either level 2 or level 3.
This course may be of interest for students wishing to study social care, childcare or
health related subjects in the future.
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NCFE Technical Award in Health and Social Care

This course will enable learners to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in
relation to the Health and Social care sector. This qualification will cover:
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What is NCFE Technical Award in Graphic Design all about?
The Level 2 Technical Award in Graphic Design complements KS4 STUDY qualifications.
It is aimed at 14-16year olds studying Key Stage 4 curriculum who are interested in any
aspect of graphic design, including sourcing ideas and design.

Why study NCFE Technical Award in
Graphic Design?
Being a graphic designer is the profession
of visual communication that combines
images, words and ideas to convey
information to an audience. It involves
designing print or electronic forms of
visual information for advertisement,
publication or a website.
Graphic design should not be confused
with art and design or product design. It
is distinct from these subjects and should
be treated as so.

Expectation in lessons
It is expected that students are equipped
for all lessons and prepared to take an
active role in their learning whereby
they complete independent tasks as well
as group based research

Expectation at home
It is expected that homework is
completed and will consist of research,
case studies, examination style questions
and challenging tasks to consolidate
learning.

Assessment
All learners must complete four mandatory units of work that will be both internally and
externally assessed.
Most of the units of work require the learner to produce a portfolio of evidence or a
brief report about their outcomes.

How can Information Technology and Digital Literacy help me in the future?
Learners who achieve this V Cert qualification could progress onto level 3 qualifications
and A Levels, such as:
• Level 3 Applied General Certificate in Art & Design
• A Level Design and Technology.
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NCFE Technical Award in Graphic Design

This qualification focuses on an applied study of the graphic design sector and learners
will gain a broad understanding and knowledge of working in the sector.
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What is AQA Photography all about?

Why study AQA Photography?
It encourages students to reconsider the
world around them and develop their
work in an individual way from their
own experiences of it. It encourages
experimental attitudes and develops a
wide range of practical skills.
Additionally, we aim to improve
personal organisation and listening
skills. We offer students an opportunity
to visit sources first-hand by taking them
to galleries and museums

Expectation in lessons
Students must arrive on time and fully
equipped for their learning. Students are
expected to complete tasks on time, be
creative, resilient and attempt each task
with an open mind

Expectation at home
Students are given the opportunity to
complete work at lunchtime and after
school, on days convenient to staff,
Students need to complete at least one
hour extra study each week. This is
essential if they wish to complete the
course.

Assessment
Students complete a portfolio of work consisting of more than one assignment. This
accounts for 60% of the total marks.
An external examination paper is given out to students from 1st January of the final year.
Students must select one question and are then given time to prepare drawings, take
photos, collect research and produce design ideas.
Students then complete a 10-hour supervised exam where they complete their final piece
based on their research. The exam accounts for 40% of the total marks.
How can AQA Photography help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
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AQA Photography

This course will enable students to develop their knowledge and understanding of dark
room techniques, developing and printing, as well as manipulation of the image, either
silver-based technology or digital format; through electronic and mechanical means
including laser, computer, scanners and photocopiers. In addition, students will have the
opportunity to work with film, both in the studio, and location-based work. The course
will allow them to edit images and widen their knowledge of the variety of ways in
which imagery might be juxtaposed to create appropriate effects.
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Why study AQA Performing Arts?
This course is aimed at those interested
in practical / theoretical skills in
Performing Arts. Those who are
interested in drama, dance, media and
design will be able to unlock their
creativity and showcase their talents.
This course will help with basic skills
needed in the workplace – delivering
presentations, adhering to deadlines and
being able to create a portfolio of
experience for an interview process.
AQA Performing Arts is designed to
enable young people to express
themselves in a creative way which in
turn improves confidence.

Expectation in lessons
Students are expected to attend
rehearsals and take part in their chosen
discipline brief.
Students are expected to rehearse in
suitable clothing and correct footwear.
All students are expected to be
supportive of each other’s performances.
Expectation at home
Students are expected to complete their
portfolio of experience in their own
time and work independently on
collating materials at home.
They are also expected to learn scripts /
dance routines etc for homework.

Assessment
Unit 1 - Portfolio of supporting evidence (30 marks)
The recorded pitch (25 marks)
Transferable skill (5 marks)
Unit 2 – DVD of final performance (55 marks)
Transferrable skill (5 marks) & Logbook
Unit 3 – Written response (1 hour 30 mins)

How can AQA Performing Arts help me in the future?
For those wishing to pursue a career in the Arts – this course will give you the
steppingstones needed to go on to further study in this field. It will give you direct
access to links with local theatres as well as working with professional artists.
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AQA Performing Arts

What is AQA Performing Arts all about?
Students will complete three mandatory units that include:
Unlocking Potential - Students will be asked to come up with a performance idea and
plan out how to effectively deliver the performance in a professional theatre setting.
Performance – Students will work towards a planning a performance showcase
according to a set brief. Learners will choose one discipline such as; acting, dancing,
singing, musical theatre or sound / lighting.
The Experience - Learners will draw on knowledge from units 1 and 2 and from: roles
and responsibilities within the Performing Arts industry. They will understand the
rehearsal process and have an awareness of health & safety procedures.
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What AQA Physical Education all about?

Why study AQA Physical Education?

Expectation in lessons

KS4 STUDY Physical Education provides
students with exciting opportunities to
lead a healthy and active lifestyle by
choosing from a variety of activities in
which to participate in. The content of
this KS4 STUDY Physical Education
specification is designed to enable
students to enjoy and understand the
benefits of living a healthy and active
lifestyle;

All lessons for KS4 STUDY PE are
classroom based and the 30% practical
component is assessed through your core
PE lessons.

Expectation at home
Students will complete one hour of
homework per week. Example of
homework can include KS4 STUDY past
paper questions, kerboodle tasks and
independent research. In addition,
students will be expected to be revising
independently at home using their
workbooks and revision websites.

Assessment
Two external exams of 1hr15 each
• Paper 1 Exam - The human Body and movement in physical activity and sport (30%)
• Paper 2 Exam - Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport
(30%)
• Evaluation of performance in one sport (10%)
• Practical performance in 3 sports to include team and individual (30%)

How can AQA Physical Education help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
• Sports Science, Sports Exercise and Fitness, Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy, and
Personal Training
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AQA Physical Education

The course aims to give students opportunities to:
• Become increasingly physically competent through being actively engaged in a range
of physical activities;
• Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance;
• Develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy active
lifestyle.
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What is AQA Religious Studies all about?

Why study AQA Religious Studies?

Expectation in lessons

Religious Studies explores real and
relevant issues which affect the lives of
us all in the 21st Century. In an
atmosphere of open, supportive and
honest collaboration, students are
enabled to address challenging questions
and search together for answers.

1. To think critically about key issues
within different religious traditions
2. To make detailed and complete
notes for future revision

Students will study;
• Christian Beliefs and Practices (25%)
• Jewish Beliefs and Practices (25%)
• 4 Different Ethical Units to include
Relationships and families, Religion,
Peace and Conflict, Religion and life
and Religion, crime and punishment
(50%)

Expectation at home
Homework will be used to extend
learning through research, the use of
media and keeping up to date with
current events. Students are also
strongly recommended to purchase a
Revision Guide from the RE
Department. Students will be expected
to use extended learning time, to revise
and prepare for examination and end of
unit assessments.

Assessment
Students will study six main topics over three years.
Each topic will be assessed by examination and accounts for 100% of the total marks.
There are no tiered entries and all students have the same opportunity to achieve all
grades.

How can AQA Religious Studies help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
The study of A Level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics. Religious Studies is also excellent
preparation for many degree courses including Politics, History, English, Computer
Science, Law and Philosophy.
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AQA Religious Studies

The aim of this course is to encourage students to:
• Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion
• Explore comparative religious beliefs and practices, engaging with them intellectually to
develop a personal response
• Enhance their spiritual and moral development, and contribute to their health and well
being
• Develop their understanding of different cultures locally, nationally and in the wider world
• Understand the importance of social and community cohesion
• Reflect on and develop their own values
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What is Triple Science all about?

Why study Triple Science?

Expectation in lessons

Science is for people who ask questions
about the world around us. How did we
get here? When did it all begin? These
are some of the questions that the
course will consider.

A dedicated and thoughtful approach to
learning. A mature attitude to practical
work to ensure safety.

Expectation at home
Homework will consist of written work,
data analysis, exam questions and
independent research. A genuine
interest in the subject will result in you
reading articles and watching
programmes on the topics involved.
Assessment
Examination 100%
Each examination is worth 16.7% of the total KS4 STUDY with each paper totalling 100
marks and lasting 1hr 45 each. There is a two-tiered entry: Higher and Foundation

How can Triple Science help me in the future?
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
A Levels in the following subjects: Biology, Chemistry or Physics. BTEC level 3 in
Applied Science
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AQA Triple Science (Separate Sciences)

KS4 STUDY Separate Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Is a triple KS4 STUDY
made up of 6 examined units (two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics). Each
paper lasts 1hr 45 minutes. Questions will consist of a series of multiple choice,
structured closed and short answers and open responses. Practical skills and
mathematical skills will all be assessed in the exam.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do students have a free choice of subjects?
Students have to study the following ‘core’ subjects: • English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Physical Education (non-qualification)
• Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (non-qualification)
This is in addition to four other subjects selected from those offered by the school.
Students should consider what their strongest subjects are and what career or education
future lies ahead of them. It is a good idea to try and maintain a balance of subjects.
What about students who are still uncertain about career plans?
There is usually no need to worry at this stage about having a career in mind. Simply
remember that it is most important to achieve a good balance in the subjects chosen and a
set of strong grades. In this way, students will be eligible for a variety of careers later on.
Future employers will look for a person who is flexible and adaptable to changing situations.
It is quite possible that in later life young people may wish to, or must, change jobs so a
broad and not too rigid spread of subjects at this stage has real advantages. Career
guidance is available to all students during years 10 and 11 and individual students and
parents can request additional careers support at any time where this is felt to be necessary.
Will students automatically be given their first choice of subjects?
We will do our very best to ensure that all students can study their first choice subjects and
this is usually the case. However, it is possible that not all courses listed in this booklet will
run due to numbers etc. A minimum number of students are required to make a teaching
group viable and some groups are limited to a maximum number, which is determined by
the availability of equipment or by safety considerations, in this case we may need to discuss
alternative subjects with students. We will do our best to accommodate your first
choice of subjects, but we must emphasise that we cannot guarantee to do so in
all cases.
How do students find out about courses offered?
Before choices are made students will want to know more about the content of courses
and the type of work involved. Students will be given the opportunity to take part in taster
lessons and gain information advice and guidance through a timetable of assemblies in the
run up to pathway deadline day. In addition, students can ask members of staff for advice at
any time.
What is the EBacc?
The English Baccalaureate is a performance measure which recognises the attainment of KS4
STUDYs selected in academic subjects. It is not a qualification.
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The performance measure, announced by the government in November 2010, recognises
the achievement of KS4 STUDYs in five subject areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
English
Science
Languages
History or Geography

Our pathway blocks are normally created to allow students to choose the EBacc
combination of subjects, but they are not compulsory. The EBacc is most useful to students
who are considering A Level study followed by university application, particularly those
intending on applying to Russell Group Universities.
What do students need to be successful in their KS4 STUDYs?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure they have 100% attendance – poor attendance has the biggest negative impact on
a student’s results
Work hard every lesson and do your best – KS4 STUDY is serious, students need to be
serious in their approach
Meet all deadlines – teachers plan two years’ worth of work, getting behind can seriously
hinder a student’s progress
Work independently and work at home – students can boost their work but at least one
grade by working outside of school time
Have a positive approach to group work – working with peers in class can really help
understanding
Ask teachers for help and advice – students must take responsibility for their own learning
and make sure they understand everything taught
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The Careers programme
The careers programme is focussed on learning more about the world of work, providing
students with a number of opportunities to explore a range of pathways that lead to further
and higher education and careers. Careers activities are delivered during PHSE days from
year 7 through to 11.
We also have a programme of career related extra-curricular opportunities and events
which can broaden the students’ experience. Some events are for a year cohort and some
for small specialist interest groups. The events vary from year to year but may include visits
to 6th Form Colleges, taster sessions at universities, opportunities to shadow students,
career events for sports and the arts, enterprise activities, science and engineering
competitions. The aim of these activities is to help inform students’ decisions so that they
can set achievable targets whilst learning more about their pathways for the future (for
example, progression to A Levels, BTECS or other training and education routes, such as
apprenticeships).
In Year 10 each student will have a careers interview with an impartial careers adviser. This
will take place in small groups or one to one. The aim is to start the students thinking
about their Post 16 future and what they will choose to do after KS4 STUDY. They will be
introduced to a number of websites to aid them in their research and will have an action
plan written up as a basis for future enquiry.
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PATHWAYS CHOICES SELECTION FORM
The table below outlines the different subjects on offer. Students must make one choice
from each pathway block by placing a cross against a subject (see example on the next
page).
It is not possible to choose two Green subjects due to the similar nature of both courses.
It is not possible to choose two Red subjects due to the similar nature of both courses.
Name:

Pathway
Block 1

Form group:

Pathway Block
2

Pathway Block
3

Pathway Block
4

Computer
Science
Geography

Art, Craft and
Design
Food technology

Art, Craft and
Design
Business Studies

Religious Studies

History

History

Cambridge National Sport Studies

French

Music

NCFE Graphic
Design
NCFE Health and
Social Care

Triple Science

Performing Arts

IMedia

Photography

BTEC Travel and
Tourism

Construction and the
Built Environment

Physical Education

We have designed the curriculum with the intention of providing students with a variety of
choices. If, however the combination above doesn’t provide you with the desired suite of
qualifications we may be able to accommodate this on an individual basis. Please use the
table below to write down your preference.
Combination of subjects I would like to study, not currently on offer:
Pathway Block 1
Pathway Block 2
Pathway Block 3
Pathway Block 4
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Please make sure that you have selected a range of different subjects, giving you a variety of
skills for when you leave Wolstanton High School in 2022.
Student:
Do you have any thoughts on a future career? If yes, then briefly describe what it is.

Signed:

(Student)

Parent/Carer:
I confirm that I have discussed the options with my child
(name) and agree with their choices.

Signed:

(Parent)

Form Tutor:
I confirm that, having reviewed the relevant data, and having discussed this with the
student, the subjects selected are suitable and recommend that no changes are made or
the following changes need to be made: (delete as appropriate)
Signed:
SENCO referral

(Form tutor)

Senior member of staff consultation:
I confirm that I have discussed the subjects selected with
and are
happy that no changes need to be made or the following changes need to be made:
(Delete as appropriate)
Signed:

(Student)
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REMEMBER: ALL PATHWAY CHOICES NEED TO BE RETURNED TO YOUR
FORM TUTOR BY: 16TH MARCH 2020 – failure to do so may mean you cannot study
first choice subjects

Curriculum Pathways (EXAMPLE OF COMPLETED FORM)
The table below outlines the different subjects on offer moving into year 10. Students must
make one choice from each pathway block by placing a cross against a subject.
It is not possible to choose two subjects in Green due to the similar nature of both courses.
It is not possible to choose two subjects in Red due to the similar nature of both courses.
The table below is an example of how to complete the form. An additional blank copy can
be found on the back page of this booklet.
Pathway Block
1
Computer
Science
Geography

Pathway Block 2
X

Pathway Block 3

Art, Craft and
Design
Food technology

Art, Craft and
Design
Business Studies

History

History

X

NCFE Graphic
Design
NCFE Health and
Social Care

French

Music

Triple Science

Performing Arts

IMedia

Photography

BTEC Travel and
Tourism

Physical Education
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Pathway Block 4
X

Religious Studies
Construction and the
Built Environment
Cambridge National Sport Studies

X

