Key Stage 4
Pathways Booklet
2021-2023

Dear Students, Parents and Carers,
Choosing a pathway for your Key Stage 4 studies is an important decision that you are about to make. This
is exciting yet can sometimes be quite a daunting experience. Please do not panic, we are here to make
the process straightforward and to help you make suitable decisions. We will share the necessary information that you need to make informed choices about the next stage of your education.
This booklet is your guide to our Key Stage 4 Curriculum, inside you will find the course content details for
all subjects that are currently being offered for study in September 2021. We are delighted to have significantly broadened our curriculum offer to allow students to choose from a wider range of subjects.
Our school ethos of ‘Empowering Learners for Life’ is fundamental to the development of our new Key Stage
4 curriculum offer. We firmly believe that students should have greater flexibility with their preferences
rather than following the previous model of selecting subjects from a pre-determined block. We are therefore developing a new curriculum model which allows this greater flexibility for our students.
In addition to the core subjects (English, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education, PSHE and Enrichment),
students will study an additional 4 subjects. One subject must be either, Separate Sciences or Computer
Science (class teachers will discuss student suitability for these courses) or French, Geography or History.
Students will then have a ‘free choice’ and will rank order 5 additional subjects that they would like to study
and will be allocated with 3 of these.
It is important that students make the right choices which is why our pathways process includes opportunities for both students, parents and carers to meet with subject specialists and engage in discussions about
the GCSE and vocational subjects on offer.
Subject staff will be available between 2:45pm – 4:45pm on Tuesday 2nd March, so you can book appointments via Insight to find out more about the Key Stage 4 subjects and to discuss whether the pathway is
suitable. We strongly recommend that you book appointments with members of staff for any subject that
you are considering. If the times available are not convenient, then please contact the member of staff
directly and they will be happy to discuss at an alternative time.
Please read this booklet in detail as it provides the necessary information to support you with making informed decisions. Further support and links to useful resources are also available on the Curriculum and
Key Stage 4 Pathways page of our Academy website.
Good luck with your decisions and please do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything that we can do
to help!
Yours sincerely,

Mrs C Woolley
Assistant Principal
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum (2021-2023)
Please ensure that you watch the video presentation on our Academy website which explains our
Key Stage 4 curriculum offer.
**Link to video – please watch first**
Every effort will be made to ensure that all students are suitably matched to their courses in order
to optimise success.
Core Subjects
All students will study English, Maths, Science, Physical Education, PSHE and Enrichment.
Optional Subjects
Students will also study 4 ‘optional’ subjects.
At least one of these subjects must be from either Computer Science*, Separate Science*, French,
Geography or History.
*Students must agree with their teacher that computer science or separate science is suitable
pathway before selecting this as one of their preferences
The remaining 3 subjects can be from any of the following subjects. Students are asked to rank
order 5 of these to allow some flexibility with designing the curriculum model. They will only study
3 and where possible, the highest preference subjects will be used.
GCSE Art
GCSE Business Studies
GCSE Computer Science
WJEC Vocational Award in Construction
OCR Cambridge National Creative iMedia
GCSE Design & Technology
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition
GCSE French
GCSE Geography
OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Health & Social Care
GCSE History
GCSE Music
AQA Technical Award in Performing Arts
GCSE Photography
GCSE Physical Education**
GCSE Religious Education
GCSE Separate Science
OCR Cambridge National Sports Studies**
BTEC Travel & Tourism
**Due to GCSE PE and OCR Sports Studies having similar content, the students are only allowed
to study one of these subjects to ensure that they have a broad and balanced curriculum.
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Important Information
Before completing the Pathways Preference Form, please ensure that you have done the following:
•

Viewed the Pathways Information video on our Academy website (please follow this link)

•

Viewed all subject course content videos (available via this link on our Academy website)

•

Read the course content details for each subject in this booklet.

•

Discussed your preferences with your class teachers and your parents/carers.

•

Consider the career and post 16 pathway that you are interested in. Have you done your
research to see if there are any specific entry requirements?

•

Consider whether you are thinking of going to university, are there specific qualifications
that you need to have?

Further Support
If you have any queries or would like to discuss anything further, please contact any of the following members of staff:
Subject specific enquiries – please contact the relevant class teacher or Head of Department (contact details can be found in this booklet and appointments can be made for the Y9 Pathways Evening on Tuesday 2nd March).
Career enquiries – Please contact Janet Kemp, our Academy Careers Adviser if you have any career
or post 16 related queries.
janet.kemp@entrust-ed.co.uk
Pastoral Support – please contact Mr Rowley (Head of Year 9) if you require any pastoral support.
jrowley@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
Pathways Process – please contact Mrs Woolley (Assistant Principal) for any other queries.
cwoolley@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
The following links from Careers Page from the Academy website also provide a lot of useful information to support with your decision making.
Post 16 Pathways Information
Labour Market Information
Careers Research
Information for Parents/Carers
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6

AQA GCSE English Language and English
Literature
Course
Content

Course
Assessment

Students will study both English Language and English Literature, two separate GCSE
courses. The specifications covered are AQA 8700 (Language) and 8702 (Literature). The
specifications are designed to inspire and motivate students, providing appropriate stretch
and challenge whilst ensuring that the assessment and texts are, as far as possible, accessible to all students.
English Language:
The course will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century
time periods as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures. At the end of the course they will sit two equally balanced
papers where they are required to relate what they have read to the topic and theme of
writing tasks.
Moreover, students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with
creative as well as real and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop
higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage enquiry into different topics
and themes. This course will also ensure that students can read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write
grammatically correct sentences, using figurative language and analysing texts.
English Literature:
Students will study a range of texts including a Shakespeare play, a 19th Century novel, a
modern text written after 1914 (which may be either drama or prose) and a cluster of poetry. They will answer questions on each of these elements in the exam and will also be
expected to comment on an unseen poem. They will develop skills of comprehension and
inference as well as being able to read critically. Students will evaluate a writer’s choice of
vocabulary, grammatical and structural features while analysing and comparing texts on various themes. They will need to be able to write in a clear and coherent manner for a range
of purposes using accurate Standard English, spelling, punctuation and grammar.
English Language:
• Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – Written Exam: 1 hour 45
minutes (80 marks – 50% of GCSE)
• Paper 2 Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives – Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
(80 marks – 50% of GCSE)
• Non examination assessment: Spoken Language (Marked by teacher – separate endorsement on the certificate.)
English Literature:
• Paper 1 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel – Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
(64 marks – 40% of GCSE)
• Paper 2 Modern Texts and Poetry – Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes (96 marks –
60% of GCSE)
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Progression/
Careers
Information

A GCSE grade 5 or above in English is a requirement for the majority of Post 16 courses/careers.
This specification offers excellent preparation for A Level Courses in English Language, English Literature, or the combined Language/Literature course.

Additional
Information

For further information, please contact Mr Nelson (Head of Department).
cnelson@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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OCR GCSE Mathematics
Course
Content

Whilst studying GCSE Mathematics students will develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. Students will have the opportunity to acquire,
select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems, as well as being able to reason
mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions. Finally, students will
comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context.
Students will cover a wide variety of content within GCSE mathematics, depending on their tier
of entry they will study varying degrees of depth within each topic, however there will be an
element of crossover materials. Topics covered by all students are as follows:
Number Operations and Integers, Fractions, Decimals and Percentages, Indices and Surds, Approximation and Estimation, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Algebra, Graphs of Equations
and Functions, Basic Geometry, Congruence and Similarity, Mensuration, Probability, Statistics.

Course
Assessment

Progression/
Careers
Information

The qualification is available at two tiers of entry, higher and foundation. Each student will be
entered at the tier most suited to their ability. Each tier has three examinations which are externally assessed by OCR; each examination carries an equal weighting of one third of the marks for
the GCSE qualification.
Each examination has a duration of 1 hour and 30 minutes. Learners will take all three papers for
the appropriate tier in the same series. Marks are awarded out of 300 potential marks; this mark
will then be compared to the qualification level grade boundaries for the entry option taken by
the student and for the relevant exam series to determine the student’s overall qualification
grade.
Students will learn to become numerate through the study of mathematics which is an essential
skill required for work or further study.
GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 is a prerequisite qualification for many college courses as well as
apprenticeship routes.
GCSE Mathematics can lead to students studying A-level mathematics.

Additional
Information

For further information, please contact Mr Currie (Head of Department).
acurrie@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
OCR GCSE (9-1) Mathematics J560 Specification
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AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy
Course
Content

2 GCSE grades in Science
Students will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as a double award worth two GCSE’s. The
specification covered is AQA 8463. The course is designed to engage and challenge students to
reach their scientific potential.
Biology
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation, and evolution
7. Ecology
Chemistry
8. Atomic structure and the periodic table
9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
10. Quantitative chemistry
11. Chemical changes
12. Energy changes
13. The rate and extent of chemical change
14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources
Physics
18. Energy
19. Electricity
20. Particle model of matter
21. Atomic structure
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magnetism and electromagnetism

Course
Assessment

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each exam is 1hr 15 minutes
long and all are equally weighted.

Progression/
Careers
Information

Ideal for all career pathways as Trilogy Science develops skills and knowledge that is needed in
all aspects of life.
For further information please speak to Mrs Woodall (Head of Department).

Additional
Information

cwoodall@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Key Stage 4
Optional Subjects
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AQA GCSE Art Craft and Design
Course
Content

Course
Assessment

The qualification features a wide range of titles including art, craft and design, fine art, graphic
communication, textile design, three-dimensional design, and photography. The flexibility of
its design means that the course can be tailored to the students’ interests and strengths.
This qualification encourages students to reconsider the world around them and develop their
work in an individual way from their own experiences. It encourages experimental attitudes
and develops a wide range of practical skills.
This is a well-balanced course with a strong emphasis on practical making, with 60% of the
overall weighting being coursework and 40% being exam based.
•

Component 1: Coursework 60%
Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 (mark out of 96)
•

Component 2: Externally Set Task 40%
Externally set. Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 (mark out of 96)
Total mark out of 192
The grade awarded is based on the overall mark gained from the two components.
Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as:
Progression/
Careers
Information

BTEC and A Level courses available in Fine Art & Design, 3D Sculpture, Photography, Graphics,
Textiles, Print Making and many more.
Many employers are impressed by Art qualifications because it shows many skills such, creativity, organisation, confidence, and independence.

Additional
Information

Students need to complete at least one-hour extra study each week. This is essential if they
wish to complete the course.
The Art Department offers a wide range of enrichment opportunities – extra-curricular clubs,
visiting artists and trips to Higher Education institutions.
For further information, please speak to or email Miss Henshall-Smith (Head of Department)
shenshall@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subjectcontent/art,-craft-and-design
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OCR GCSE Business Studies
Course
Content

This course has been developed to give students a range of skills in Business Studies. We cover
a range of topics and where possible base the work on real life businesses. The course is comprised of two main units.
Unit 1: Business activity, marketing, and people within business
Unit 2: Business operations, finance, and influences on business
Business Studies has long been recognised as a desirable qualification whether entering the
world of work or further education and is seen as a useful foundation for a place in the workplace or as an indication of the ability to study. It is the study of businesses in the real world
and how employees, consumers and customers interact with the business world. The qualification is highly relevant to today’s employment market and students practise and develop skills
used in the workplace gaining a real insight into a range of sectors and industries.

Course
Assessment

The course is comprised of two main units, both of which are written examinations at the end
of the course.
•
•

Progression/
Careers
Information

Unit 1 - 1hr 30 terminal examination worth 50% of the overall mark
Unit 2 - 1hr 30 terminal examination worth 50% of the overall mark

Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
BTEC and A Levels in Business Studies, ICT, Business Management and Business Administration.
Business Studies can lead to career opportunities in:
• Marketing
• Accounting
• Economics
• Higher management
• Teaching
• Self-employment
Please contact Mr Wilkinson (Head of Department) if you have any further questions.

Additional
Information

swilkinson@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/
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OCR GCSE Computer Science
Course
Content

Course
Assessment

Computer Science is the study of how computers and computer systems work, and how they
are constructed and programmed. Its primary aspects of theory, systems and applications are
drawn from the disciplines of Technology, Design, Engineering, Mathematics, Physical Sciences
and Social Sciences. Computer Science is a discipline, like Mathematics or Physics, that explores
foundational principles and ideas (such as techniques for searching the Web), rather than artefacts (such as particular computer programs), although it may use the latter to illuminate the
former.
Computer Science covers the following two units:
Computing Theory
Computing fundamentals, reliability and the real world, development cycles, ethical, legal and
environmental considerations, binary, HEX, ASCII, images as code, sound as code, hardware,
CPU, CPU features, memory, secondary storage, input/output devices, operating systems, utility programs, application software, database management systems, networks and the internet
protocols.
Programming
Pseudocode and algorithms, flow diagrams, high level vs machine code, selection (IF,CASE), iteration (FOR, WHILE and REPEAT), variable and constants, data types, common operators, onedimensional arrays, lists, dictionaries, syntax and syntax errors. We also look at translators, interpreters, and facilities of languages.
This course is split into two components. There are two paper based written exams, comprising 50% each. Both examinations are 1 hour 30 minutes.
•
•

Progression/
Careers
Information

Component 1 = Computing Theory
Component 2 = Programming

Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as, BTEC and A Level in Computing
or Computer Science.
Computer Science can lead to careers in:
• Games programming
• App Development
• Software development
• Teaching
Please contact Mr Shaw if you have any further questions.

Additional
Information

tshaw@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
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Eduqas L1&2 Award in Constructing the
Built Environment
Course
Content

The course provides the opportunity for work related learning. It will require students to develop
a range of construction skills; Joinery, Plastering or Tilling and Painting and Decorating. It will also
enable students to learn the skills required for independent learning and development, the ability
to solve problems and the skills of project-based research.
The qualification provides students with a broad appreciation of work in construction and the
built environment and wider opportunities for progression into further education, employment,
or training in the construction sector.
This course is assessed in 3 units of work;

Course
Assessment

•

Unit 1- Safety and security in construction; 1-hour external online examination (25%)

•

Unit2 - Practical construction skills; 15-hour internal assessment practical and portfolio (50%)

•

Unit 3 - Planning construction projects; 2-hour external online assessment (examination) (25%)

All three units of work must be completed for the grade to be awarded.
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
Progression/
Careers
Information

BTEC Construction and the Built Environment, Level 3 Diploma in Contracting operations, Level 3
Construction (bricklaying, joinery, plumbing, painting, and decorating)
The construction industry also offers many opportunities for apprenticeships in bricklaying, joinery, plumbing, painting, and decorating.

Additional
Information

Please be aware that the Construction course is a blend of both theory and practical lessons.
Students will need to be prepared to participate in all lessons.
For further information, please contact Mr Jackson (Head of Design and Technology).
mjackson@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/constructing-the-built-environment-level-12/#tab_overview
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OCR Cambridge National Creative
iMedia
Course
Content

Students need to have a firm grounding in Information Communication Technology and Digital
Literacy for most careers, for entry into further education and for recreation. It is hoped that the
study of the subject will also provide students with the analytical, communication and technical
skills they require to be active participants in an exciting and dynamic world.
The course offered is based on the study of computer software programs with some theory work
on the use of computers in media. The software studied will vary but will include some of the
software in the following list:
•
•
•
•
•

Word processing software
Web authoring software
Sound editing software
Film editing software
Image manipulation software

Students will be assessed against two main objectives:
Course
Assessment

•
•

Knowledge and understanding
Application of knowledge to practical situations

Students will complete three portfolios of work and one paper-based exam. Each component is
worth 25% each.
Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:
Progression/
Careers
Information

NCFE level 3 Technical Award in Interactive Media, Edexcel level three diploma in Digital IMedia,
A Level – Digital Media or Digital technology.
Creative i-Media can lead to careers in:
• Media
• Marketing
• Web Design
• Film Making
Please contact Mr Rowley if you have any further questions.

Additional
Information

jrowley@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-awardcertificate-j807-j817/
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AQA GCSE Design and Technology
Course
Content

The GCSE Design and Technology qualification is relevant, so students can learn about contemporary technologies, materials, and processes, as well as established designing practices.
GCSE Design and Technology places greater emphasis on understanding and applying iterative
design processes. Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and
values.
Students will have the opportunity to work in the practical workshops and the design studios, as
well as having access to a wide variety of CNC equipment.
The course consists of 2 units:

Course
Assessment

Progression/
Careers
Information

Additional
Information

•

1hr 45 external examination with a variety of question styles that look at core technical
principles, specialist technical principles and designing and making principles.

•

Non-examined assessment: approximately 35-hour substantial design and make task,
where students will create a portfolio and a prototype.

Students could progress to a variety of level three qualifications such as:
• A Level Graphic Design or Product Design
• Technical Levels in Craft and Design
• Technical levels in design and development for engineering and manufacturing
• BTEC in Engineering
• Apprenticeships within the engineering sector
Please be aware that the GCSE D&T course is a blend of both theory and practical lessons. Students will need to be prepared to participate in all lessons.
For further information, please contact Mr Jackson (Head of Design and Technology)
mjackson@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Course
Content

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical
cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials.
Food preparation skills are integrated into 5 core topics:
•
•
•
•
•

Course
Assessment

Food, Nutrition & Health – looks at the main nutrients, why our bodies need them, and
which foods contain them.
Food Science - this involves the study of how science affects food.
Food Safety - this will further develop themes covered in Key Stage 3.
Food Choice - why we make certain choices about food.
Food Provenance - covers issues such as food miles and food labelling.

The course consists of 2 units:
• 1hr 45 external examination with a variety of question styles that look at the 5 core topics. (50%)
Non-examined assessment:
• Task 1 - Food investigation - assessed via a 1500-2000-word report (15%)
• Task 2 - Food preparation - assessed via practical tasks, presented as an electronic portfolio (35%)

Progression/
Careers
Information

Students could progress to a variety of level three qualifications such as:
• BTEC L1-3 in Professional Cookery
• Diploma L1-3 Hospitality and Catering
• Diploma l1-3 in Professional Bakery
• Apprenticeships in Professional Bakery and Food Technology

Additional
Information

Please be aware that the GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course is a blend of both theory
and practical lessons. Students will need to be prepared to participate in all lessons, bringing
ingredients to practical lessons.
For further information, please contact Mrs Sackett (Teacher of Food Preparation and Nutrition)
gsackett@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585
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AQA GCSE French
There are three distinct themes across the two year course, covering the following material:
Course
Content

Theme 1: Identity and culture - Me, my family and friends, Technology in everyday life, Freetime activities and Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries/communities.
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest - Home, town, neighbourhood and region, Social issues, Global issues and Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment - My studies, Life at school/college, Education post-16, Jobs, career choices and ambitions.

Course
Assessment

Progression/
Careers
Information

All four skills carry an equal weighting of 25% and are assessed via terminal exams in 2023.
• Paper 1: Listening: At Foundation tier, the listening paper is a 35 minute paper worth
40 marks. At Higher tier, the paper is 45 minutes and worth 50 marks. At both levels,
there will be questions and answer in English AND the target language.
• Paper 2: Speaking: The paper consists of preparing a roleplay and a photo card followed
by a general discussion which students prepare for 10 minutes. At Foundation tier, students are examined over 7-9 minutes. At Higher tier, the examination last 10-12
minutes.
• Paper 3: Reading: At both levels, the paper carries 60 marks. At Foundation tier, the
paper is 45 minutes, at Higher tier the paper is 1 hour.
• Paper 4: Writing: At both levels, students complete translation and creative writing
tasks. The Foundation tier paper lasts 1 hour, carrying 50 marks. The Higher tier paper
lasts 1 hour 15 minutes and carries 60 marks.
Students develop many skills through learning French that are also transferrable to other subjects. These range from communication and presentation skills, to resilience, problem solving
and working independently.
Language skills are in demand in a wide variety of sectors, including those shown below:
• Translation and interpreting
• Education
• Tourism
• National intelligence and security
• Government, charity and international development
For further information, please contact Mrs Taylor (Head of MFL).

Additional
Information

VTaylor@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
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AQA GCSE Geography
Course
Content

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
• The challenge of natural hazards (natural hazards, tectonic hazards, weather hazards and
climate change)
• The living world (ecosystems, tropical rainforests, and hot deserts)
• Physical landscapes of the UK (UK landscapes, costal landscapes, river landscapes)
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
• Urban Issues and challenges
• The changing economic world
• The challenge of resource management
Paper 3: Geographical applications and skills
• Issue evaluation- How to answer the issue evaluation paper
• Fieldwork- Investigation, collection of primary data, processing and presenting data, analysing data and concluding investigation, evaluation of investigation.
• Geographical skills- Cartographic, graphical, and statistical skills
•

Course
Assessment

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (Physical Geography)

Examination: 1hour 20 mins (88 marks = 35% of overall grade)
•

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (Human Geography)

Examination: 1hour 20 mins (88 marks = 35% of overall grade)
•

Paper 3: Geographical Applications and skills (Fieldwork)

Examination: 1hour 15 mins (76 marks = 30% of overall grade)

Progression/
Careers
Information

GCSE Geography can lead to A-Level courses at a college of your choice. This will lead to great job
prospects, data collected by Higher Education Careers Services Unit in 2017 found Geography students had one of the lowest unemployment rates of just 4.8%. The skills acquired in the study of
geography are cross transferable into a wide variety of careers, management, finance, marketing,
research, manufacturing, teaching, engineering and building to name but a few.
For further information, please contact Mrs Meir (Head of Department).

Additional
Information

cmeir@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
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OCR Cambridge National Health and
Social Care
Course
Content

The Cambridge National in Health and Social Care introduces students to the specialist
knowledge and skills needed to work in various care settings. The qualification focuses on core
values and communicating with individuals, as well as enabling students to develop knowledge,
understanding and skills in relation to the Health and Social care sector. This qualification will
cover:
• An introduction to the health and social care sector
• Professional practise and the health and social care practitioner
• Human growth and development through the life stages
The course provides students with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve
their learning in other subjects with the aim of enhancing their employability when they leave
education.
The course consists of 4 different units:

Course
Assessment

•
•
•
•

Essential Values of Care: 1-hour external examination
Communicating & working with individuals: 10-hour centre assessed task
Creative activities to support individuals: 10-hour centre assessed task
Understanding Nutrients need for health: 10-hour centre assessed task

Each unit is worth 25% of the overall grade. Units 2-4 are internally assessed and moderated
units of coursework.

Progression/
Careers
Information

Additional
Information

The Health and Social Care course will provide you with essential knowledge and transferable
skills to continue studying:
•
•
•

Level 3 Childcare or children's play, learning and development
Level 3 Extended diploma in Health and Social Care
Apprenticeships in: Adult care work, Early years work, Health care support

Health and Social Care is a vocational course. Students will need to be prepared to participate
in all lessons
For further information, please contact Mrs Sackett (Teacher of Health and Social Care)
gsackett@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2j801-j811/
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AQA GCSE History
This course gives students the opportunity to undertake:
Course
Content

•
•

A period study, Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship.
A wider world depth study, conflict and tension between East and West
1945-1972.
• A thematic study, Britain: Health and the people c1170 to present day.
• British depth study including the historic environment: Elizabethan England
c1568-1603.
This course provides students with the opportunity to study History from 3 different eras, on
3 different timescales and from 3 different geographical contexts. Students will be assessed
against four major objectives:
•
•
•
•

Demonstration of knowledge and understanding.
Analysis of events and periods studied.
Source analysis.
Analysis, evaluation and judgements about interpretations.

There are 2 examinations with one tier of entry, covering the grades 1 to 9.
Course
Assessment

Progression/
Careers
Information

Additional
Information

Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World worth 50% of GCSE
Paper 2: Shaping the nation worth 50% of GCSE
Apart from studying a wide range of exciting historic periods, you will develop valuable skills
that will help you with A-levels and future work. These include:
• excellent communication and writing skills
•
how to construct an argument
•
research skills
• investigation and problem-solving skills
• analytical and interpretation skills.
Career opportunities:
History Specific
Archaeologist, archivist, historical researcher, museum work, secondary teacher, tour
guide and lecturer
Non History specific
Civil service, law, publishing’ intelligence service, business and finance, marketing and primary teacher
For additional information please contact Miss Sayle-Kermode (Head of Department)
Vsayle-kermode@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-8145-SP-2016.PDF
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Eduqas GCSE Music
Course
Content

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE Music specification encourages an integrated approach to the three
distinct disciplines of performing, composing and appraising through four interrelated areas of
study. The four areas of study are designed to develop knowledge and understanding of music
through the study of a variety of genres and styles in a wider context.
This is a well-balanced course with a strong emphasis on practical music-making, with 60% of
the overall weighting being coursework.
•

Component 1: Performing 30%
Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 mark out of 72

•

Component 2: Composing 30%
Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 mark out of 72

•

Component 3: Appraising 40%
Externally marked June 2023 mark out of 96

Course
Assessment

Total mark out of 240. The grade awarded is based on the overall mark gained from the three
components.
Progression/
Careers
Information

GCSE Music can lead on to A levels in Music and Music Technology and also BTEC Diplomas in
Performance, Music, Music Technology, Music Production at First and National Level.
Many employers are impressed by music qualifications because it shows many skills such as
teamwork, organisation, confidence and independence.

Additional
Information

Due to the very practical & coursework-lead nature of GCSE Music, it is strongly recommended
that students play an instrument or sing (including rapping) and undertake tuition on this specialism wherever possible. The course is specifically designed to offer the chance for students
to specialise on an instrument (voice) that they have a strong interest in and passion to develop
further.
Students will be expected to undertake regular instrumental/vocal practice and music theory
and research at home. The Music Department offers a wide range of enrichment opportunities
– extra-curricular music groups, both staff-lead and student-lead, visiting masterclasses and
trips to Higher Education institutions.
For further information, please contact Mr Welsh (Head of Music).
awelsh@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_overview
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AQA Technical Award in Performing Arts
Course
Content

Course
Assessment

The qualification is ideally suited to students with a preference for practical; in addition to
theoretical learning. It is designed to prepare students for further qualifications in performing
arts, drama, dance, music, media studies, film studies and art and design.
The subject content for this specification allows learners to explore, develop and apply a range
of practical performance and production skills. The course is designed so that the student
builds a bank of skills, knowledge and understanding of performing arts. The work undertaken
should be considered as cumulative, with the knowledge gained in each unit informing the
choices made in the others.
Unit 1: Unlocking Creativity
Internally assessed worth 60 marks. This is 30% of the Technical Award.
Evidence:
• Portfolio of supporting evidence (30 marks)
• The recorded pitch (25 marks)
• Transferable skills (5 marks)
Unit 2: Performance / Production
Internally assessed worth 60 marks. This is 30% of the Technical Award.
Evidence:
• DVD of final performance (55 marks)
• Transferable skills (5 marks)
• Logbook outlining their contribution to the final performance
Unit 3: Performing Arts Experience
An externally assessed written exam (1 hour 30 minutes) worth 80 marks. This is 40% of the
Technical Award
Evidence:
• A combination of multiple-choice questions, short answers, extended responses, design/devising questions.

Progression/
Careers
Information

Additional
Information

Students will research different performing arts disciplines and show/reveal their creativity
when developing ideas for a performance and develop the practical skills associated with performing arts. The latter requires self-discipline, motivation and commitment – key elements
that are all needed for further study.
The course will develop a variety of transferable skills including self-appraisal, evaluation,
teamwork, leadership, research, presentation, communication and problem solving. These are
skills that will stand any learner in good stead for the future, irrespective of career path.
Due to the nature of the subject – students will be expected to attend rehearsals prior to a
showcase performance.
For further information, please contact Miss Nixon (Head of Performing Arts).
j.nixon@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/performing-arts/technical-award/performing-arts-3745
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AQA GCSE Photography
Course
Content

This course will enable students to develop their knowledge and understanding of dark room
techniques, developing and printing, as well as manipulation of the image, either silver-based
technology or digital format; through electronic and mechanical means.
In addition, students will have the opportunity to work with film, both in the studio, and location-based work. The course will allow them to edit images and widen their knowledge of the
variety of ways in which imagery might be juxtaposed to create appropriate effects.

Course
Assessment

This is a well-balanced course with a strong emphasis on practical making, with 60% of the
overall weighting being coursework and 40% being exam based.
• Component 1: Coursework 60%
Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 mark out of 96
• Component 2: Externally Set Task 40%
Externally set. Teacher assessed and externally moderated May 2023 mark out of 96
Total mark out of 192.
The grade awarded is based on the overall mark gained from the two components.
Students could progress to level three qualifications and such as:

Progression/
Careers
Information

BTEC and A Level courses available in Fine Art & Design, 3D Sculpture, Photography, Graphics,
Textiles, Print Making and many more.
Many employers are impressed by Photography qualifications because it shows many skills
such, creativity, organisation, confidence and independence.

Additional
Information

Students need to complete at least one-hour extra study each week. This is essential if they
wish to complete the course. Student’s must also take photographs in their own time and are
encouraged to go on location.
The Art Department offers a wide range of enrichment opportunities – extra-curricular clubs,
visiting artists and trips to Higher Education institutions.
For further information, please contact Miss Henshall-Smith (Head of Department).
shenshall@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subjectcontent/photography
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AQA GCSE Physical Education
*Please note that students can study GCSE Physical Education or OCR Cambridge National Sports Studies
Course
Content

The course aims to give students opportunities to:
•
•
•

Course
Assessment

Become increasingly physically competent through being actively engaged in a range
of physical activities
Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance
Develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy active
lifestyle.

•

Paper 1 Exam - The human Body and movement in physical activity and sport (30%).

•

Paper 2 Exam - Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport
(30%).

•

Evaluation of performance in one sport (10%).

•

Practical performance in 3 sports to include team and individual (30%)

Progression/
Careers
Information

Students could progress to level three qualifications and A Levels such as:

Additional
Information

The Physical Education Department offer many enrichment opportunities – Extra-curricular
clubs and sports teams, leadership opportunities, coaching qualifications, officiating qualifications, sports trips, sports council and links with community clubs.

Sports Science, Sports Exercise and Fitness, Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy, and Personal
Training.

For more information please contact Mr Jones (Head of Department).
jjones@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/pe/specifications/AQA-8582-SP-2016.PDF
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AQA GCSE Religious Studies
The aim of this course is to encourage students to:
Course
Content

•
•
•
•

Course
Assessment

Progression/
Careers
Information

Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. Explore
comparative religious beliefs and practices, engaging with them intellectually to develop a personal response.
Enhance their spiritual and moral development and contribute to their health and
wellbeing.
Develop their understanding of different cultures locally, nationally and in the wider
world.
Understand the importance of social and community cohesion. Reflect on and develop their own values.

The course is comprised of two main units both of which are terminal examinations on written
paper at the end of the course.
•

Section 1 = 1hr 45 terminal exam worth 50% of the overall mark

•

Section 2 = 1hr 45 terminal exam worth 50% of the overall mark

Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:
The study of A Level Religion, Philosophy and Ethics.
Religious Studies is also excellent preparation for many degree courses including Politics, History, English, Law and Philosophy.

Additional
Information

Please contact Mrs Lovatt if you have any further questions.
glovatt@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062/specification-at-a-glance
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AQA GCSE Separate Science
Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Course
Content

Students will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as three separate GCSE courses. The specifications covered are AQA 8461 Biology, 8462 Chemistry and 8463 Physics. The courses are
designed to engage and challenge students to reach their scientific potential.
Biology: The core content follows a coherent and logical story through biology. Students study
the topics of cell biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis,
inheritance, evolution and ecology. Building on topics that were introduced at KS3 and developing their knowledge and understanding of the living world around them.
Chemistry: The content starts with fundamental aspects of chemistry such as atomic structure,
bonding and the properties of matter, and builds to topics in which the fundamentals are applied such as quantitative chemistry and equilibria. Chemical changes, energy changes, organic
chemistry, rates of reaction, chemical analysis and chemistry of the atmosphere are also covered. Students discover how materials used in our everyday lives are made and are challenged
to think about the impact that we have on the world around us.
Physics: The fundamental physics topics of energy, electricity, atomic structure, forces waves,
magnetism and space are covered to inspire students to continue with further study. By developing knowledge of these key areas students are able to start to explain the world around
them. The course encourages students to be curious and ask questions about the limits of our
current scientific knowledge.
All course have a practical element with 8 – 10 required practicals in each subject. These are
linked to areas of the content where it would be most appropriate to teach them to embed
skills and knowledge.

Course
Assessment

Each subject has 2 terminal written exams and students will be awarded 3 GCSE grades.
• Paper 1: 1 hour 45 mins, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE
• Paper 2: 1 hours 45 mins, 100 marks, 50% of GCSE

Progression/
Careers
Information

To study Science A-levels most course providers now ask for a level 6 at GCSE in that subject.
Many medical degree courses now ask for level 9’s in separate Sciences as a requirement.

For further information please contact Mrs Woodall (Head of Department).
Additional
Information

cwoodall@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information please visit:
Biology: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
Chemistry: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
Physics: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
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OCR Cambridge National Sport Studies
*Please note that students can study GCSE Physical Education or OCR Cambridge National Sports Studies
Course
Content

This qualification will suit students who prefer a coursework-based course instead of terminal
examinations. The course is split 75% coursework and 25% exam. Equivalent to 1 GCSE. 2
mandatory and 2 pathway units must be completed. The pathway units studied will be decided
by the teacher.
Mandatory units include:
RO51: Contemporary issues in sport.
RO52: Developing sports skills.
Pathway units include:

Course
Assessment

RO53: Sports leadership.
RO54: Sport and the media.
RO55: Working in the sports industry.
RO56: Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities.
There will be one exam that will focus on Contemporary issues in sport. The exam will last for
one hour. (25%)
Developing Sport Skills which is internally assessed and should take approximately ten hours
to complete. (25%)
Two additional internally assessed units chosen at the teachers’ discretion (50%)
Students could progress to level three qualifications such as:

Progression/
Careers
Information

BTEC and A Level courses available in Sports Science, Sports Exercise and Fitness, Sports Coaching, Physiotherapy and Personal Training.

Additional
Information

The Physical Education Department offer many enrichment opportunities – Extra-curricular clubs and sports teams, leadership opportunities, coaching qualifications, officiating qualifications, sports trips, sports council, links with community clubs.
For more information please contact Mr Jones (Head of Department).
jjones@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information please visit:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803j813/
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BTEC Travel and Tourism
Course
Content

Course
Assessment

This qualification provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of travel
and tourism giving students the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a
practical learning environment.
Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector
• Section A: Understand the UK Travel and Tourism sector and its importance to the UK
economy.
• Section B: Industries and key organisations and their roles and interrelationships.
• Section C: Understand the role of consumer technology
Unit 2: UK travel and tourism destinations
• Section A: Know UK travel and tourism destinations and gateways
• Section B: Investigate the appeal of UK destinations for different types of visitors
• Section C: Plan UK holidays to meet the needs of different visitors
Unit 3: The travel and tourism customer experience
• Section A: investigate travel and tourism customer experience
• Section B: explore the needs and expectations of different types of customer
• Section C: understand the importance of customer service to travel and tourism organisations
Unit 4: International travel and tourism destinations
• Section A: Know international travel and tourism destinations and gateways
• Section B: Investigate the appeal of international destinations for different types of
visitors
• Section C: Plan international travel to meet the needs of different visitors
Unit 1: The UK travel and Tourism sector
Examination (1hr 15 min) worth 60 marks and 25% of the overall grade
Unit 2: UK travel and tourism destination
Portfolio worth 25% of the overall grade
Unit 3: The Travel and tourism customer experience
Portfolio worth 25% of the overall grade

Progression/
Careers
Information

Additional
Information

Unit 4: International Travel and Tourism destinations
Portfolio worth 25% of the overall grade
BTEC Travel and Tourism can lead to A-Level and vocational courses at a college of your choice.
This will lead to great job prospects; data collected by www.prospects.ac.uk in 2019 found
Travel and Tourism graduates had one of the lowest unemployment rates of just 4.9%. The
transferable skills acquired will support in a wide variety of careers, management, finance,
marketing, research, teaching, customer service, and web design to name but a few.
For further information, please contact Mrs Welch-Moore
emoore@toa.shaw-education.org.uk
For further content specific information, please visit:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/travel-and-tourism-2013nqf.html
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